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GREAT BRITAIN
Task 1. Read the words and expressions and learn them:

in the north – на севере
in the north-west – на северо-западе
in the east – на востоке
in the south – на юге
in the south-west - на юго-западе
to be situated- быть расположенным
to be washed - омываться
to consist of – состоять из
to include - включать
area - площадь
square mile – квадратная миля
the country - страна
the capital - столица
the official language – государственный язык
population - население
climate - климат
rather mild – довольно мягкий
it often rains – часто идет дождь
landscape - ландшафт
flat – равнинный, плоский
mountainous - горный
the main river – главная река
parliamentary monarchy – парламентская монархия
the head of the state – глава государства
government - правительство
political parties – политические партии
to play an important role – играть важную роль
art galleries – художественные галереи
the most famous – самый известный
well-developed industry – хорошо-развитая промышленность
mineral resources – полезные ископаемые
coal - уголь
oil - нефть
the main industrial centres – главные промышленные центры
agriculture – сельское хозяйство
widely spread – широко распространенный
agricultural products – сельскохозяйственные продукты
oats - овес
wheat - пшеница
fruit – фрукты
vegetables – овощи
Task 2. Match the nouns and adjectives
a) area, mile, country, language, climate, landscape, river, role, gallery, industry, resource, centre, agriculture, products, party, monarchy, Scotland.

b) square, official, mild, flat, mountainous, main, parliamentary, political, important, art, well-developed, mineral, widely-spread, agricultural.

Task 3. Read and translate the geographical and proper names. Learn them by heart.

the United Kingdom

Great Britain

Northern Ireland

Scotland

Wales

Europe ['juәrәp]
the Atlantic Ocean

the North Sea

the English Channel

the Strait of Dover

the Thames [temz]
the Severn ['sevәn]
the Cambrian Mountains ['kæmbriәn]
the Cheviot Hills ['∫eviәt]
the Cumbrian Mountains ['kΛmbriәn]
the King, the Queen, the Prime Minister

the British Parliament

the House of Lords

the House of Commons

the Labour Party

the Liberal Party

the Conservative Party

London [lΛndn]
Birmingham ['bә:miŋәm]
Manchester 
Belfast [bel'fa:st]
Dublin

Cardiff

Glasgow

Sheffield

Oxford

Cambridge

Task 4. Read the text and answer the questions after it.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the UK) is situated in the north-west of Europe. It is washed by the Atlantic Ocean in the north and north-west, by the North Sea in the east, by the English Channel and the Strait of Dover in the south and south-east. 

The UK consists of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. Great Britain includes England, Scotland and Wales. The area of the UK is more than 94,000 square miles. The population is about 60 million. The official language is English. The capital of the country is London. It is situated on the river Thames.

The climate of Great Britain is rather mild. It is not very cold in winter and it is not too hot in summer. It often rains in Great Britain. It rains in all the seasons of the year. It does not often snow in Great Britain. It usually snows in the north and west of the country.
The landscape of England and Ireland is flat. Scotland and Wales are mountainous. The main mountains are the Cambrian mountains occupying the greater part of Wales, the Cheviot Hills separating England from Scotland and the Cumbrian mountains, famous for the number and beauty of their lakes. There are sixteen lakes here. This part of the country is called the Lake District. It is the most beautiful and the wettest part of Great Britain. 

There are many rivers in Great Britain. The main river is the Thames. The longest one is the Severn (about 350 kilometres). 
The UK is a parliamentary monarchy. The Queen or the King is the head of the state. The Prime Minister is the head of the government.

The British Parliament consists of two Houses: the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

The main political parties are the Labour, the Liberal and the Conservative. They play an important role in the life of the country.

The UK has a well-developed industry. The most important mineral resources are coal and iron. Agriculture is also highly-developed and plays an important part in the economy of the country. The widely-spread agricultural products are wheat, oats, fruit and vegetables. The main industrial centres are Birmingham, Manchester and Sheffield.

There are a lot of universities, colleges, schools, theatres, galleries and museums in the country. Oxford and Cambridge are the oldest universities in Great Britain. They are very famous all over the world. The largest cities of the UK are London, Birmingham, Manchester, Belfast, Dublin, Cardiff and Glasgow.
1. What is the official name of the UK?
2. What is the capital of the country?

3. What seas is the UK washed by?

4. What is the area and the population of the country?

5. What is the climate of Great Britain?

6. What can you say about the landscape of the UK?
7. What do you know about the rivers?

8. What do you know about the state organization of the country?

9. What are the main political parties in Great Britain?

10. Is the UK a well-developed industrial and agricultural country?

11. What are the most important mineral resources?

12. What are the widely-spread agricultural products?

13. Is Great Britain an educational and cultural country?

14. What are the largest universities of the UK?

15. What are the largest cities of the country?

Task 5.  Complete the statements.

1. The UK consists of …

2. Great Britain includes …

3. The UK is washed …

4. Britain has an area …

5. The population of the country is …

6. The capital of the United Kingdom …
7. The official language is …

8. The climate of Great Britain is …

9. The landscape of Britain is …

10. Scotland and Wales are …
11. The Cumbrian mountains are famous for …

12. The most beautiful and the wettest part of the country is called …

13. The main river is …, the longest is …

14. The head of the state  is …, the head of the government is …
15. The British Parliament consists of …

16. The main political parties are …

17. The most important mineral resources are …

18. The widely-spread agricultural products are …

19. The main industrial centres are …

20. Oxford and Cambridge are …

21. The largest cities of the UK are …

Task 6. Find the English equivalents of the following word-combinations.

быть расположенным; северо-запад; состоять из; довольно мягкий; ландшафт; занимать; отделять; быть известным; красивое и влажное место; парламентская монархия; глава правительства; палата лордов; политическая партия; хорошо развитая промышленность; полезные ископаемые; широко распространенные сельскохозяйственные культуры; промышленные центры; колледжи; университеты; музеи; галереи.
Task 7. Translate into English the words in brackets.

1. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (расположено на северо-западе Европы).

2. (Площадь Великобритании) is more than (94 тысячи квадратных мили).

3. The climate of Great Britain is (довольно мягкий).

4. (Ландшафт) of England and Ireland is (равнинный).

5. The Cumbrian mountains (известны красотой своих озер).

6. This part of the country (называется ”Озерный Край”).

7. The United Kingdom is (парламентская монархия).

8. (Премьер министр) is the head of the government.

9. Great Britain has (хорошо развитую промышленность).

10. Agriculture plays an important role (в экономике страны).

11. Birmingham, Manchester and Sheffield are (главные промышленные центры).
12. Oxford and Cambridge (известны во всем мире).

Task 8. Choose the necessary words in brackets.

1. Great Britain is situated in (the north, south, north-west) of Europe.

2. It is washed by (the Atlantic Ocean, the Indian Ocean, the Pacific Ocean).

3. The area of the country is (94,000, 120,000) square miles.

4. The capital of the country is (Glasgow, Cardiff, London).

5. The official language is (English, French, Welsh).

6. The landscape of England is (flat, mountainous).
7. The climate is (hot, mild, rainy).

8. The main river is (the Severn, the Thames, the Clyde).

9. The Queen is (the head of the state, the head of the government).
10. There are (three, five, six) leading political parties.

11. The main mineral resources are (coal, gas, oil).

12. The widely-spread agricultural products are (milk, wheat, potatoes).

Task 9. Translate into English.

1. Великобритания расположена на северо-западе Европы.

2. Площадь страны 94,000 квадратных мили, население 60 миллионов.

3. Столица Британии – Лондон.

4. Климат Великобритании мягкий и влажный. Дождь идет круглый год.

5. Ландшафт Англии и Ирландии – равнинный, Шотландия и Уэльс – гористые.
6. Камберлендские горы известны прекрасными озерами. Эта часть страны называется «Озерный Край».
7. Великобритания – парламентская монархия. Королева – глава государства, а премьер министр – глава правительства.

8. Британия имеет хорошо развитую промышленность и сельское хозяйство.

9. Главные промышленные центры – Бирмингем, Манчестер, Шеффилд.

10. В стране много школ, колледжей, университетов, театров и музеев.

Task 10. Using the scheme prepare the story about Great Britain.
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Do you know that …

· More than 300,000,000 people speak English as their first language. That means that it is the world’s number two language after Chinese (with about one billion speakers). But English is also the ‘second language’ for perhaps 300 million more people in countries such as Nigeria and Pakistan. More than 60 countries have English as one of their official languages. In total, almost 1,500,000,000 people have some knowledge of English!
· Britain is just under 1,000 km long, from the south coast to the extreme north of Scotland, and just under 500 km across at the widest point. No place in Great Britain is more than 117 km. from the sea.
· The flag of the United Kingdom, know as the Union Jack, is made up of three crosses. The upright red cross is the cross of St. George, the patron saint of England. The white diagonal cross (with the arms going into the corners) is the cross of St. Andrew, the patron saint of Scotland. The red diagonal cross is the cross of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland.

· Of the four parts which make up Great Britain England is the largest, the industrial and the most densely populated part of the United Kingdom. Over 46 million people live in England. Each country on the British Isles has a national symbol. The symbol of England is a rose.

· The sea has been important in the history of England. It was a good protection against the attacks of outside peoples. Fishing has always been an important industry, especially in the east. The sea also has a great effect on England’s climate.

· In Southern England are found some of the oldest British settlements and traces of ancient monuments such as Stonehenge. Stonehenge is the best known and probably is the most remarkable of prehistoric remains in the UK. It has stood on Salisbury Plain for about 4,000 years. There have been many different theories about its original use. One of them is that it was a place from where stars and planets could be observed.

At one time people thought that Stonehenge was a Druid temple. Druids were a Celtic religious group who were suppressed in Great Britain soon after the Roman Conquest. Some people believe that they were a group of priests, while other regard them as medicine men who practiced human sacrifice and cannibalism.

Another interesting theory is that the great stone circle was used to store terrestrial energy, which has been generated across the country, possibly through “ley lines”. “Ley lines” is the name given to invisible lines which link up ancient sites throughout Britain.

· Scotland had been an independent state and was joined into UK in 1707. One of the things that people associate with Scotland is the kilt. The kilt is a relic of the time when the clan system existed in the Highlands. Everybody in the clan had the same family name, like MacDonald or MacGregor (Mac means “son of”). Edinburgh has been the capital since the 15th century, now it is the cultural centre of Scotland with its world-famous Festival of Music and Drama. The emblem of Scotland is a thistle.

· Wales became part of the UK in 1536. The Welsh call their country Cymru, and themselves they call Cymry, a word which has the same root as “comrader” (friend or comrade). The capital of Wales is Cardiff, its largest city and a great port. Wales has its own flag called the Welsh dragon. The emblem of Wales is a daffodil.
· In Wales, there are more sheep than people! Five years ago the population of Wales was 2,921,000 with approximately 5,000,000 sheep!

· Northern Ireland is the smallest component of the United Kingdom. Its capital city is Belfast. Sometimes people call Ireland “the Emerald Isle” because of its “greenness”. The fact is that the winds usually blow in from the Atlantic Ocean and make the air and soil warm and damp. Grass grows well in such a climate and it makes the island look so beautiful. The national symbol of Ireland is a shamrock.
THE BRITISH PEOPLE
Task 1. Guess the meaning of the words. Find in the text sentences with the words and translate them into Russian.

nation, unification, process, aspect, race, origin, Parliament, economic, social, system, passport, identity.

Task 2. In each group of the words find the one which does not belong to it.
a) correct, political, different, social, strongly.

b) aspect, nation, year, origin, belong, language, system.

c) refer, make, join, reflect, have, feel, part, disappear.

Task 3. Read and translate text A.

Text A

People often refer to Britain by another name. They call it “England”. But it is not strictly correct. It can make some people angry. England is only one of the four countries of the British Isles (England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland). Their political unification was a gradual process that took several hundred years. It was completed in 1800 when the Irish Parliament joined the Parliament of England, Scotland and Wales in Westminster. But the four nations were distinct from each other in almost every aspect of life. First of all, they were different radically. The people in Ireland, Wales and highland Scotland belonged to the Celtic race; those in England and lowland Scotland were mainly of Germanic origin. The difference was reflected in the language they spoke. The nations also tended to have different economic, social and legal system.
Today these differences have become blurred, but they have not completely disappeared. Although there is only one government for the whole of Britain and people have the same passport regardless of where in Britain they live, some aspects of government are organized separately in the four parts of the United Kingdom. Moreover, Welsh, Scottish and Irish people feel their identity very strongly.
Task 4. Find in the text the sentences in the Passive Voice and state the tense form.

1. Task 5. Read the following sentences. Mark those corresponding to the text.

2. Люди в Ирландии, Уэльсе и высокогорной Шотландии принадлежат к кельтской расе.
3. Процесс политического объединения завершился в 1920 году.

4. Нации стремились иметь различные экономические, социальные и судебные системы.

5. Различия между нациями стали более отчетливыми.

6. Англия – одна из четырех стран, расположенных на Британских островах.

Task 6. Answer the questions using the text.

1. How do people often call Britain?
2. What main parts does Great Britain consist of?

3. When was the political unification of the four countries completed?

4. Why were the four nations distinct in almost every aspect of life?

5. What was the difference reflected in?

6. Have the differences become blurred today?

Task 7. Read and learn the words.
	inhabitant

attachment

sense

currency

privacy

lawn

flower bed

quality

aloof

hypocritical

folk

reluctant

notorious

prudent

vigorous

insular

to consider

to suppose

to depict

to crop

to assign


	[in'hæbitәnt]

[ә'tæt∫mәnt]

[sens]

['kΛrәnsi]

['praivәsi]

['lכ:n]

['kwכliti]

[ә'lu:f]

[hipә'kritikәl]

[fәuk]

[ri'lΛktәnt]

[nәu'tכ:riәs]

['pru:dәnt]

['vigәrәs]

['insjulә]

[kәn'sidә]

[sә'pәuz]

[di'pikt]

 [ә'sain]


	житель

привязанность

чувство

система денежных знаков

уединенность

лужайка

клумба

качество

отчужденный

лицемерный

народ; народный

делающий с неохотой

известный

осторожный

сильный, энергичный

островной

считать, полагать

предполагать

изображать

подстригать

подписывать


Task 8. Read and translate text B.
Text B

Great Britain is an island and its geographical position has produced a certain insular spirit among its inhabitants. They regard their own community as the centre of the world. The British people have been known as superior, snobbish, aloof, hypocritical and unsociable. Englishmen are rather conservative, they love familiar things.

The British have few living folk traditions. They are too individualistic to have the same everyday habits as each other. They like symbols of stability and tradition. In general the British are rather conservative in choosing their way of life. For example, they do not consider it especially smart to live in a new house, in fact, there is prestige in living in an obviously old one. They have a general sentimental attachment to older, supposedly safer times. Their Christmas cards usually depict scenes from past centuries; they like their pubs to look old; they were reluctant to change their system of currency.
The Britons are practical and realistic. The English sense and feeling for privacy is notorious. England is the land of brick fences and stone walls, of thick draperies at all the windows. English people rarely shake hands except when being introduced to someone for the first time.
The British people are prudent and careful about almost everything. Their lawns are closely cropped, their flower-beds primly cultivated. Drinks are carefully measured, seats in a cinema are carefully assigned, closing hours are vigorously observed.
Most people in Britain work a five days’ week from Monday to Friday. Schools, colleges and universities are also closed on Saturdays and Sundays. On Friday when people leave work they say to each other “Have a nice weekend”. Then on Monday morning they ask “Did you have a nice weekend?”
The best known quality of the English is reserve. A reserved person is one who does not talk very much to strangers, does not show much emotion. He never tells you anything about himself. If an Englishman is making a journey by train he will try to find an empty compartment. If he has to share a compartment with a stranger he may travel many miles without starting a conversation. When a conversation starts personal questions “What is your name?”, “How old are you?” are not easily asked. Questions “Where did you buy your watch?”, “What is your salary?” are impossible.
English people do not readily ask each other to do anything, they prefer to wait for a service. It is considered polite to give one’s seat to a woman who is standing, to open door for her or to carry things for her.

Task 9. Translate the following words and combinations using the text.

географическое положение
островной дух

центр мира
консервативный

национальная традиция

выбор образа жизни

рождественские открытки

страна кирпичных заборов и каменных стен

подстриженные газоны

пятидневная неделя

самое известное качество

пустой вагон

личные вопросы

вежливый

Task 10. Fill in the blanks using the words from the box.
	familiar

privacy

attachment

prudent

quality
	five days’ week

compartment

reserve

service
	readily

journey

pub

sense


	careful

island

insular

conservative


1. Great Britain is an … and its geographical position has produced a certain … spirit among its inhabitants.

2. Englishmen are rather …, they love … things.

3. They have a general sentimental … to older, supposedly safer times.
4. They like their … to look old.
5. The English … and feeling for … is notorious.

6. The British people are … and careful about almost everything.

7. Most people in Britain work a ….

8. The best-known … of the English is ….

9. If an Englishman is making a … by train he will try to find an empty … .

10. English people do not … ask each other to do anything, they prefer to wait for … .

Task 11. Find in the text all the adjectives and form the degrees of comparison.
Task 12. Answer the questions.

1) Why have the inhabitants of Great Britain produced a certain insular spirit?

2) What is their conservatism expressed in?
3) What is the English sense and feeling for privacy?

4) Where can the English carefulness be seen?

5) An Englishman is a reserved person. What does it mean?

6) Why do they say that the English are very polite people?

Task 13. Complete the sentences translating the words in brackets.

1) Great Britain is an island and its geographical position (развило определенное островное чувство у его обитателей).
2) (Англичане довольно консервативны), they love familiar things.

3) Their postcards usually (изображают сцены из прошлой жизни), they like (чтобы их пабы выглядели старинными).

4) England is the land of (кирпичных заборов и каменных стен).

5) The British people are prudent and careful about almost everything, (их лужайки коротко подстрижены, а места в кинотеатрах подписаны).

6) Most people in Britain (работают пять дней в неделю).
7) The best known (качество англичан – сдержанность).
8) If an Englishman is making a journey by train (он постарается найти пустое купе).

9) When a conversation starts (личные вопросы «Как вас зовут?» «Сколько вам лет?» «Какая  у вас зарплата?» просто невозможны).

10) It is considered polite (уступить место женщине, открыть перед ней дверь или поднести ее вещи).

Task 14. Prepare a short story about the English character. Begin with the following words.
The national character of people is determined by the place where they live.

Task 15. Listen to the song and fill in the blanks in the text; translate the lyrics and try to sing with the singer.
ENGLISHMAN IN NEW YORK

Sting

 I don't drink ____, I take tea,

                              my dear,

I like my toast done on one side, 

And you can hear it in my ____

                                     when I talk –

I'm an Englishman in New York. 

You see me walking down

                                Fifth Avenue,

A walking cane here at my side, 

I take it everywhere I _____ -

I'm an Englishman in New York.

Oh, I'm an alien, I'm a ___ alien,

I'm an Englishman in New York.

If manners make a man, as someone said,

Then he's a hero of the day. 

It takes a man to suffer ignorance

                                                 and ____

______ _____
, no matter what

                                                  they say.

Oh, I'm an alien, I'm a _______ alien,

I'm an Englishman in New York.

Modesty, propriety can lead

                                          to notoriety.

You could end up as the only one.

Gentleness, sobriety are rare in

                                          this society.

At night a candle's brighter than

                                            _______.

It takes more than combat gear 

                              to make _______.

It takes more than a license for a gun.

Confront your enemies, avoid them

                                    when you can.

A gentleman will walk but never __.


If manners make a man, as someone said,

Then he's a hero of the day. 

It takes a man to suffer ignorance

                                     and ______.

___ _________, no matter what

                                                they say.

Oh, I'm an alien, I'm a __________alien,

I'm an Englishman in New York.
Task 16. Answer the questions about the song.

1. What is the difference between Englishmen and Americans?

2. Why do the English use walking cane?

3. Why will a gentleman walk but never run?

4. Can manners make a man?

5. Can modesty and propriety lead to notoriety?

6. Are gentleness and sobriety rare only in America?

7. Why is a candle brighter than the sun? What does it mean?

8. What is the main idea of this song?
ENGLISH MEALS
This is what the English call “meals”

	“Breakfast”
	is usually a packeted cereal, toast and marmalade. But it is not a “traditional” British breakfast.

	“Elevenses”
	is a cup of tea or coffee and some biscuits at around eleven o’clock. In fact, people drink tea or coffee whenever they want it. This is usually quite often.

	“Lunch”
	is typically at one o’ clock.

	“Tea”
	is the evening meal at about six o’clock, eaten as soon as people get home from work. It is typical for the urban working class and a wider section of the population of Scotland and Ireland. For other classes it means a cup of tea and a snack at about four o’clock.

	“Dinner”
	is sometimes used for the evening meal. It is a comparatively late meal at about eight o’clock. It is associated with relative formality.

	“Supper”
	is the usual word for the evening meal among most people who do not call it “tea”.


Text A
English Meals
The traditional English breakfast consists of porridge, fried bacon and eggs, marmalade on toast, tea with milk or coffee.
Marmalade is made of oranges. The milk is usually cold. When the English have tea they prefer to pour milk into the cup first and then tea, but not the other way round. The taste is different.

Nowadays a lot of people just have cereal with milk for breakfast. Sometimes instead of marmalade they have jam or honey. Jam is made from fruit other than oranges.

At offices and factories there is a tea or coffee break at eleven. Then at midday the English have lunch. It is usually from 1 to 2 p.m. when most offices are closed for the lunch time.
There are two courses in the midday meal – a meat course with lots of vegetables or all sorts of salad and a sweet course. It may be fruit pudding and custard. Then they have tea or coffee.

For some people lunch is a quick meal. In cities they go to sandwich bars, where they can have vegetables, meat or fish to go in the sandwich.

If you ask for coffee in Britain it is usually served white. One should ask for black coffee if he wants his coffee without milk.

In pubs people can have good, cheap food, both cold and hot. At schools pupils are served a hot meal, though sometimes schoolchildren take a sandwich with a drink from home.
In the middle of the afternoon there is another break for “tea”. It is a meal and a drink. They have tea or coffee often with a sandwich, cake or biscuits.

The evening meal is dinner. It is the main meal of the day. The English may have it between 6 or 8 p.m. The whole family usually gathers at table. Englishmen are fond of good, plain food. They like soup, roast beef, chops, steaks and Yorkshire pudding, fried fish and chipped potatoes.
Yorkshire pudding is not sweet. It is a mixture of eggs, flour and milk. It is served with roast beef, Brussels sprout and carrots. The dish comes from Yorkshire, England’s largest county. Yorkshiremen eat it separately before a meal.
When dinner is over Englishmen may go to the local pub and order some beer, dark or light. There are usually a lot of people in the local pubs. They play darts, dominoes and billiards, discuss the latest news or the weather forecast.

The English do not usually have supper. Though in some working families they do have it. They have supper rather late and eat roast beef, fish and chips and a cup of tea finishes the meal.

At any time between 10 and 12 p.m. the English have a drink and a snack. Then they go to bed.

On Sundays a lot of families have additional lunch. It consists of roast beef, lamb, pork or chicken with vegetables and potatoes.

Task 1. Read and memorize the following groups of words.
	1) 

a tea (coffee) break

cheap food

plain food

a hot meal
	
	перерыв на чай (кофе)
дешевая еда

простая еда

горячая еда

	2)

a meat course

a sweet course

porridge

fried bacon and eggs

toast

roast beef

chops

steak

lamb

pork

chicken
	['mi:t 'kכ:s]
['swi:t 'kכ:s]

['pכridƷ]

['fraid 'beikәn]

['tәust]

['rәust 'bi:f]

['t∫כps]

['steik]

['læm]

['pכ:k]
	мясное блюдо

сладкое блюдо

каша

яичница с беконом

тост (хлеб, поджаренный в тостере)

ростбиф

отбивные котлеты

бифштекс

баранина

свинина

цыпленок

	3) 
marmalade

milk

custard

cereal

honey

vegetables

flour

Brussels sprout

carrots

potatoes

a cake

a biscuit

mixture

dark (light) beer
	['ma:mәlәd]

['kΛstәd]

[siә'riәl]

['hΛni]

['vedƷitәblz]

['flauә]

['brΛslz spraut]

['kærәts]

[pә'teitәus]

['biskit]

['mikst∫ә]

['biә]
	мармелад

молоко

заварной крем из яиц, молока и муки

крупа, злаки

мед

овощи

мука

брюссельская капуста

морковь

картофель

торт (пирожное)
сухое печенье

смесь

темное (светлое) пиво

	4)
to pour

to gather

to play darts (dominoes, billiards)

weather forecast
	[pכ:]

['gæðә]

[da:ts]

[weðә 'fכ:ka:st]
	наливать

собираться

играть в дротики (домино, бильярд)

прогноз погоды


Task 2. Complete the following sentences.
1) The traditional English breakfast consists of … .

2) When the English have tea … .
3) Sometimes instead of marmalade … .
4) At offices and factories there is … at eleven.

5) There are two courses in the midday meal … .
6) In pubs people can have … .
7) At schools pupils are served … .
8) Englishmen are fond … . They like … .

9) Yorkshire pudding is … .

10) Englishman may go to the local pub and … . They play …, discuss … .

11) Working families have supper rather late and … .

12) At any time between 10 and 12 p.m. the English … .

Task 3. Translate from Russian into English.
а) состоять из;

быть сделанным из;

предпочитать;

на завтрак;

быстрый прием пищи;

подавать;

главный прием пищи;

собираться за столом;

простая еда;
пойти в паб;

заказать пиво;

играть в дротики;

обсуждать прогноз погоды;

заканчивать еду.

в) яичница с беконом;

злаки с молоком;

мясное блюдо;

сладкое блюдо;

пудинг со взбитыми сливками;

кофе с молоком;

черный кофе;

горячая еда;

кофе с сэндвичем;

жареная рыба;

картофель фри;

смесь яиц, муки и молока;

брюссельская капуста и морковь;

светлое (темное) пиво.

Task 4. Answer the questions.

1. What is the traditional English breakfast?

2. What tea do the English usually prefer?

3. What do Englishmen have for breakfast nowadays?

4. What is jam made of?

5. When do the English have a tea or coffee break?

6. When do they have lunch?

7. What does a meat course consist of?
8. What is a “sweet course”?

9. Where do the people in cities go to have lunch?

10. What is “white coffee”?

11. What food do the English have in pubs and schoolchildren at schools?
12. Where do the English have the main meal?

13. What does it consist of?
14. What is “Yorkshire pudding”?

15. When do Yorkshiremen eat such a pudding?

16. When do the English go to the local pub? What do they do there?

17. Do the English have supper?

18. Who has supper in Great Britain?

19. What do working families have for supper?

20. Do the English eat anything before going to bed?

Task 5. Fill in the table.

	
	Great Britain
	Russia

	
	Time
	Food
	Time
	Food

	Breakfast


	
	
	
	

	Dinner


	
	
	
	

	Supper


	
	
	
	


Task 6. Translate the words and expressions in brackets into English.

1) When the English have tea they (предпочитают наливать сначала молоко в чашку) and then tea, (но не наоборот).

2) Sometimes (вместо мармелада) they have (джем или мед).

3) Marmalade (сделан из апельсинов), jam (сделан из других фруктов).

4) At offices and factories (есть перерыв на чай или кофе в 11 часов).

5) There are two courses in the midday meal (мясное блюдо с овощами и сладкое блюдо).

6) If you ask for coffee in Britain (он обычно подается с молоком).

7) For dinner the English like (суп, ростбиф, котлеты, жареную рыбу и картофель фри).

8) Yorkshire pudding (подается с ростбифом, спаржей и морковью).

9) Englishmen may go to the local pub (и заказать светлое или темное пиво).

10) In the local pubs the English (играют в дротики, обсуждают последние новости и прогноз погоды).

Task 7. Read and translate the text. Agree and disagree with the following statements.

1. Visitors to Britain believe the English food terrible.
2. English coffee is horrible, because the English can’t make coffee.

3. Parties and celebrations are centred on food.
4. The range of plants and domestic animals the English eat is rather wide.

5. The English are fond of using different spices and sauces for cooking.

Text B

Britain and good food are two things which are not commonly associated. Visitors to Britain have various opinions of all sorts of aspects of the country, but most of them seem to agree that the English food is terrible. The most common point of view is that the British food has very little taste at all.

The country has neither a widespread “restaurant culture” nor a “café society”. In the middle of the day people just want to eat quickly and are not interested in quality. The coffee is horrible not because the British prefer it in that way, because they don’t go to a café for a delicious, slow cup of coffee. They go there because they need the caffeine.

Even at home they pay little attention to food and drink. The coffee is often as bad as it is in the cafes. Parties and celebrations are not normally centred on food. If a British person expresses a liking for barbecues it does not mean that he or she likes barbecued food. It means that he or she enjoys the typical barbecue atmosphere.
British people have been mostly urban. They have had little contact with the land for longer than the people of other countries. That is why the range of plants and domestic animals they eat is rather narrow.

However, the picture is not entirely negative. While the British are conservative about ingredients, they are no longer conservative about the way they served. But now the British are extremely open to the cuisine of other countries. The country’s supermarket shelves are full of spices and sauces needed for cooking dishes from all over the world. Besides there is an increasing interest in the pure enjoyment of eating and drinking.
	cuisine 

spices

sauce

to increase

pure
	[kwi'zi:n]

['spaisiz]

[sכ:s]

[ink'ri:z]

[pjuә]
	кухня (кушанья и их приготовления)

специи

соус

увеличиваться

чистый


Task 8. Read and translate the text.
Text C

British Pubs

The British pub (short for “public house”) is unique. This is not just because it is different in character from bars and cafés in other countries. It is also because it differs from any other public place in Britain itself. Without pubs Britain would be a less sociable country. The pub is the only indoor place, where an average person can comfortably meet others, even strange and get into a prolonged conversation with them. In cafés and fast food restaurants people are expected to drink their coffee and get out. The atmosphere in other eating places is often rather formal. But pubs are classless. A pub with forty customers in it is nearly always much noisier than a café or restaurant with the same number of people.

Pubs used to serve almost nothing but beer and spirits. These days you can get wine, coffee and some hot food at most of them as well.

Pubs have retained their special character. There is no waiter service there. If you want to drink or eat something you have to go and ask for it at the bar. It is considered to be more informal to go and fetch your drinks yourself, when you can get up and walk around where you want. They may not seem very welcoming and may seem a strange way of making people feel comfortable and relaxed. But to the British it is precisely this. Another notable aspect of pubs is their appeal to the idea of tradition. Each pub has its own name, proclaimed on a sign hanging outside, always with old-fashioned associations. Many are called by the name of an aristocrat (“The Duke of Cambridge”) or after a monarch (“the Prince of Wales”). Others take their names from some traditional occupation such as “The Bricklayer’s Arms”. Some names of the pubs have rural associations, for example “The Seep Shearer’s” or “the Bull”.
Each pub has its own regular customers who go there every night to drink one or two pints of beer slowly and to play dominoes or so on. Most pubs have a piano and on Saturday night the customers sit round it and sing. Sometimes the people who want to sing ask one of the customers to play the piano and they buy drinks for the pianist, that is the custom. The one who plays has free drinks as long as he plays. When he stops he becomes an ordinary customer again and must pay for his own beer.

The pub in the place where people meet other “regulars”, they talk about the weather or how the English cricket players are doing in the match against Australia, about football or Parliament.
On Saturdays people usually stay in the pub till closing time. In England the opening hours are fixed by law. Pubs open at ten in the morning and close at two o’clock p.m. Then they open again at six and stay open until ten-thirty. At Christmas or the New Year the pubs may be kept open longer.
Task on the text
Think and say what the English pub is and why the pubs are so popular in Great Britain.

It is interesting to know
1. The British population drinks about 2,000,000,000 cups of tea a day. That is an average of nearly 1,040 cups of tea a year for each person.
Tea (mostly green tea from China) came to Britain in the late 1500s, but it was mostly for the rich. It became cheaper about three hundred years later, when it was planted in India and Ceylon ['silכn]. People from all social groups started drinking it. But some of them thought that too much tea would be bad for their health. So they began to pour milk in it to make it healthier.

2. “Fish and Chips”

“Fish and Chips” is the classic English take-away food. It is usually bought ready cooked at special shops – fish and chips shops (“chippies” as they are called) – and taken away wrapped in paper to be eaten at home or outside.

3. A typical British meal for dinner is meat and “two veg” (two vegetables). A gravy cover the meat and one of the vegetables is almost always potatoes. But nowadays most people in Britain are eating “curry” (острое блюдо из мяса, рыбы или овощей с соусом карри – острой индейской приправой). And the English originated a special type of curry which can’t be found anywhere else apart from Britain “chiken tikka masala”.
4. If someone in Britain asks you if you would like a cuppa, they are asking you if you would like a cup of tea. If someone says “let me be mother” or “shall I be mother”, they are offering to pour out the tea from the teapot.

 5. There are over 60,000 pubs in the UK (53 200 in England and Wales; 5,200 in Scotland and 1,600 in Northern Ireland). British people drink an average of 99,4 litres of beer every year. More than 80% of this beer is drunk in pubs and clubs.
FAMOUS PEOPLE ABOUT ENGLISH FOOD
· “If the British can survive their meals they can survive anything”. (George Bernard Shaw, Irish playwright).

· “Coffee in England always tastes like a chemistry experiment” (Agatha Christie, English writer of detective stories).

· “The Englishman who visits Mount Etna will carry his tea-kettle to the top”. (Ralph Waldo Emerson, American philosopher and poet).
HOLIDAYS IN GREAT BRITAIN

The most popular holidays in Great Britain are: Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day, St. Valentine’s Day, Good Friday, Easter, May Day, Spring Bank Holiday, Late Summer Bank Holiday and Bonfire Night. 

In Great Britain, as well as in the USA and Canada, Christmas is celebrated on the 25th of December. In London there is a big Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square. It is a present from the people of Norway to the city of London.
In most families a Christmas tree is put up and decorated in the front corner of the room. There is a good tradition to buy gifts for the family, children and friends. Family members wrap up their gifts and leave them at the bottom of the Christmas tree to be found on Christmas morning. Children leave a long sock or stocking at the end of their bed on Christmas Eve, 24th December, hoping that Father Christmas will come down the chimney during the night and bring them small presents, fruit and nuts. People also write Christmas cards. Before Christmas housewives make Christmas puddings. When the pudding is ready and still hot they put different things into it, little silver things such as a horseshoe, a ring or a button, and five-penny pieces. The horseshoe brings luck, the ring means marriage, the button means that a person is going to get married. A five-penny coin is a sign of wealth.

 Boxing Day is celebrated on the 26th of December. Long ago when people went to church on the morning of the 26th of December, they put their donations for the poor into special boxes. So the name of the holiday originates from the word “box”. Later people began to give money or presents to the people they knew personally. And now Boxing Day is a holiday when one gives presents to friends and relatives. They also give presents to the servants, delivery men and postmen. On Boxing Day people visit friends, go for a drive or walk. In cities and towns there is a tradition to go to the pantomime and entertain oneself.
 New Year’s Day is not celebrated so widely as Christmas. Some people ignore it and go to bed as usual. Others, however, celebrate it in one way or another. They organize a family party or a party for young people or go to a New Year’s dance. In London people like to gather in Piccadilly Circus or Trafalgar Square to welcome the New Year. 
On the 14th of February the English celebrate St. Valentine’s Day. On this day thousands of people travel to a small village Gretna Green on the border with Scotland to get married. This tradition began in 1754 when in London people could not get married under the age of 21 without their parents’ permission. But in Scotland the permission was not required. On St. Valentine’s Day boys and girls, husbands and wives, friends and sweethearts exchange greetings of love and affection. They send each other Valentine’s cards, flowers and chocolates.
Good Friday is a religious holiday. It is Friday before Easter, a holy day of the Christian Church. It is observed to commemorate Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection. 

Easter is a religious holiday too. It is celebrated in spring. On Easter the British give each other presents – Easter eggs, which are usually made of chocolate. Nowadays Easter eggs are often artificial, made of wood or plastic. Easter eggs are often hidden about the house for the children to find them. On Easter Sunday there is Easter Parade in Battersea Park in London. It begins at 3 p.m.

May Day is celebrated on the first of May to commemorate the suppression of demonstrations for the eight hours’ working day in the USA on May 1, 1886. Since then May Day has been celebrated in many countries, including Great Britain and the USA. 

On bank holidays people who live in town go to the country and to the coast. It the weather is fine, people may arrange a picnic or tea and enjoy their meal in the open air. On these holidays sports competitions and horse races are organized on the stadiums.

Task 1. Translate the names of the holidays.

	Christmas Day

Boxing Day

Good Friday
Easter
	New Year’s Day

St. Valentine’s Day

May Day

Bank Holiday


Task 2. Find in the text the English equivalents of the following words and expressions.
отличать; подарок от жителей Норвегии; украшать рождественскую елку; покупать подарки детям и друзьям; оставлять подарки под елкой; спускаться вниз по трубе; приносить маленькие подарки, фрукты и орехи; писать рождественские открытки; делать рождественский пудинг; серебряные вещицы; приносить счастье; пятипенсовая монета; пожертвования для бедных; происходить от слова «коробка»; навещать друзей; ходить на прогулку; организовать семейный вечер; ехать в маленькую деревню; жениться; до 21 года; посылать открытки, цветы и шоколад; религиозный праздник; святой день христианской церкви; искусственный; наслаждаться едой на открытом воздухе; спортивные  соревнования, организованные на стадионах.
Task 3. Answer the questions.
1. What are the most popular holidays in Great Britain?

2. When is Christmas celebrated?

3. Where is a Christmas tree put up in London?
4. Do most families decorate the Christmas tree?

5. Where do people leave the presents for their children and families?

6. What do the children do before Christmas? Why?

7. What do they hope for?

8. What do housewives make before Christmas?

9. Why do they put different silver things into the pudding?

10. What does the name of “Boxing Day” originate from?

11. What do people do on Boxing Day?

12. Is the New Year’s Day celebrated so widely as Christmas?

13. Where do the Londoners like to gather?

14. Why do people in Great Britain celebrate St. Valentine’s Day?

15. When did the holiday begin?

16. What do people send each other on this day?

17. Why is Good Friday a holy day of the Christian church?

18. How do the English celebrate Easter?

19. When is May Day celebrated? Why?

20. What do people do on Bank Holidays?

Task 4. Translate into English the words in brackets.
1) Christmas (празднуется) on the 25th of December.
2) In London there is (большая рождественская елка) in Trafalgar Square.

3) It is (подарок от жителей Норвегии) to the city of London.

4) There is a good tradition (покупать подарки семье и друзьям).

5) Before Christmas housewives (готовят рождественский пудинг).

6) On the 26th of December people put their donations for the poor (в специальные коробки).

7) On Boxing Day people (посещают друзей или едут на прогулку).

8) On New Year’s Day the English (организуют семейные вечера).

9) The tradition of celebrating St. Valentine’s Day (берет начало в 1754 году).
10) On St. Valentine’s Day the Britons (посылают открытки, цветы и шоколад своим любимым людям).

11) Easter and Good Friday are (религиозные праздники).

12) The Friday before Easter is (священный день для христианской церкви).

13) On Easter the British give each other (пасхальные яйца, которые обычно сделаны из шоколада).

14) On Bank Holidays people who live in town (уезжают за город или на побережье).

15) They arrange a picnic or (принимают участие в спортивных соревнованиях на открытом воздухе).

Task 5. Choose the words connected with the definite holiday.
	the 25th of December;

the 14th of February;

1754;

spring; 

gifts; 

postmen; 

suppression;

Christmas cards; 

a family party;

a small village; 

a religious holiday;

Christmas pudding; 

exchange greetings;

chocolate eggs; 

Valentine’s cards;


	silver things;

a big Christmas tree;

a word “box”;

to go for a drive;

to organize sports competitions;

a present from Norway;

to go to church;

to go to a New Year’s dance;

to arrange a picnic;

a religious holiday;

to go to the pantomime;

Piccadilly Circus;

Trafalgar Square;

Easter Parade.


Task 6. Complete the sentences.
1. Christmas is celebrated … .

2. In London there is a big tree … .

3. In most families a Christmas tree … .

4. There is a good tradition … .

5. Before Christmas housewives … .
6. Boxing Day is celebrated … .

7. Long ago on the morning of the 26th of December … .

8. Later people began … .

9. Now Boxing Day is a holiday … .

10. On Boxing Day people … .

11. On New Year’s Day people organize … .

12. The English celebrate St. Valentine’s Day … .

13. This tradition began when … .

14. People send each other … .

15. Good Friday is a religious holiday before … .

16. It is observed … .

17. On Easter the British … .

18. May Day is celebrated … to commemorate … .

19. On Bank Holidays people … .

20. They arrange a picnic … .
Task 7. Is it true or false?

1) Christmas is celebrated on the first of December.

2) In London there is a big Christmas tree in Trafalgar Square.

3) The English don’t decorate a Christmas tree in their homes.
4) Before Christmas housewives make Christmas pudding.

5) They put potatoes in the pudding.
6) Boxing Day is celebrated on the 26th of December.

7) The name of the holiday originates from the word “boxing”.

8) On Boxing Day people go for a drive or walk.

9) New Year’s Day is celebrated as widely as Christmas.

10) In London people don’t like to gather in Piccadilly Circus or Trafalgar Square.

11) On the 14th of February the English go to London.

12) On St. Valentine’s Day people send each other books and pens.

13) On Easter the British give each other Easter eggs which are made of glass.

14) On the first of May the English celebrate May Day.

15) On Bank Holidays people go to the country to arrange a picnic.

1. Task 8. Translate into English:
2. На Рождество англичане украшают рождественскую елку и покупают подарки детям и друзьям.
3. Домохозяйки готовят рождественский пудинг. Они кладут в него маленькие серебряные вещи.

4. Название праздника «Boxing Day» происходит от слова «коробка».

5. В этот день англичане посещают своих друзей или едут на прогулку.

6. Новый год не отмечается так широко как Рождество.

7. Но в Лондоне люди любят собираться на Пикадили или Трафальгарской площади, чтобы встретить Новый год.

8. В день Святого Валентина тысячи людей едут в маленькую деревушку на границе с Шотландией, чтобы вступить в брак.

9. Мальчики и девочки, мужья и жены, друзья и влюбленные обмениваются приветствиями в знак любви и уважения.

10. Страстная пятница – это праздник, который напоминает о распятии и воскрешении Христа.

11. Первое мая празднуется во многих странах, включая Великобританию и США, в память о первом мае 1886 года, когда в США были подавлены демонстрации за 8 часовой рабочий день.
DO YOU KNOW THAT …
· English taps in bathrooms and kitchens are different from the ones used in Europe. In England they have two taps – a hot and a cold tap on each side of the basin, instead of the tap with which you can mix the temperature of the water.
· In most countries cars drive on the right side of the road. In England (and a few former colonies) they drive on the left–hand side of the road.

· The English police do not carry guns. They are the only police force in the world not to be armed.
· The BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) channels of British TV do not show any adverts – only programmes.

· English measures of length are:

a mile – 1609 m.
a yard – 91 cm.
a foot – 30 cm.
an inch – 2,5 cm.
English measures of weight are:

a stone – 6 kg.
a pound – 454 g.
an ounce [auns] – 31 g.
English measures of liquids are:

a gallon ['gælәn]– 4,54 lit.

a pint [paint] – 0,75 lit.

· Up to 1971 English money with its pennies, shillings and pounds was not based on the decimal system: 12 pence for a shilling, 20 shillings for a pound, 21 shillings for a guinea [‘gini]. The latter got its name from the first coin struck from gold on the coast of Guinea. In 1971 Britain changed over to decimal currency system – 100 new pence to the pound (£). New coins or pieces were introduced: the ½ p., 5 p., 10 p., 20 p. and 50 p. coins.
· “The Daily Express” is a “popular” paper for those who prefer entertainment to information. It is largely filled with sporting news, accounts of crime, advertisements (ads), gossip of little worth (about private life of society people, from stars, etc) and strip cartoons. Other popular papers are “The Sun”, “The Daily Mirror”, “The Daily Mail”. This kind of newspapers is called tabloids.
“The Daily Telegraph” is a daily London newspaper of conservative orientation. It is a “quality” paper for educated readers who are interested in important domestic and foreign news. Other quality papers are “The Observer”, “The Guardian”, “The Times” and “The Independent”.

WHY THE BRITISH DO AND SAY SO
· Is John Smith really Britain’s most common name?

John Smith is indeed Britain’s most common name. “Smith” originally meant a foundry man or a metal worker as in Blacksmith, Ironsmith, Coppersmith and so on. It became a term meaning people who worked with their hands. Before Industrial Revolution the majority of families in Britain were peasants, illiterate and named after their profession or residence. Those who could not spell his own name were called “Smith”.

“John Smith” is one of those shot, sweet, virtually phonetic Biblical names that are simple and plain. Many names come and go but John Smith lives on forever. There are about a million and a half Smiths in England and Wales.
· Why do the British drive on the wrong side of the road?
Visitors to the British Isles need extra courage to drive on what for them is the”wrong” side of the road. After the tourists leave the airport they are bombarded with signs which remind them to keep to the left. But in spite of this hundreds of accidents happen annually with inexperienced travellers who don’t know which side of the road they should be on.
Academics found out that the English can claim two millennia of keeping road left to Roman invaders. The Romans liked to keep their right arm free to grab a sword from across their bodies on the left hip.
They also liked to keep the whip hand free to crack it over the backs of oxen and horses.

· We know who lives in at № 10, but who lives in the rest of Downing Street?
№ 10 Downing Street has been the official residence and official office of the British Prime Minister since 1735. The house is one of the three houses which still remain. They were built by Sir George Downing, who obtained the lease on the site in 1860. The other house № 11 is the official residence of the Chancellor Exchequer. The ground floor and the basement of house № 12 are used as offices. This house is also the home of the corner shop selling all manner of food and drink during all hours at night.
· What is the national costume in England?

The English don’t have the national costume. The costume that most expresses the spirit of the English is that of a shepherdess for the female, i.e. a peasant blouse, a skirt, a laced waistcoat, a petticoat, stockings, buckled shoes and a sleeveless coat. The national costume of England has never stood still, but like its society has evolved through the ages. It now stands as: denim, jeans, trainers, and football shirts with regional variations.

We can also see national dress each year in Spanish resorts. The “Brit on Tour” wears a string vest, a knotted hanky on the head and turned trousers.

· Who invented the kilt?

The first type of kilt was made in Scotland in the XVI century. It was originally one item which was cut above the knee and belted in the middle. In the XVIII century it was made into a two – piece item of clothing consisting of a little kilt and a tartan plaid. Tartan design originates from Holland and kilt from England. Tartans eventually became part of uniforms which differentiated new regiments of army.

Another version says that the kilt was invented by the Romans and was worn by all ranks in the Roman legions. Naturally the higher the rank the better the quality and design.

· Why do the British say “dressed to the nines”?

The expression “dressed to the nines” has come from a term going back many hundred of years. The expression “dressed to the eyes” (meaning pleasing to the eye) in Old English was written as “to then eyne”. So it is easy to see how this has become now “to the nines”. This expression is also connected with the price of admission to entertainment places of the past. The most expensive seats often cost nine pence, and were referred to as the “nines”. To be dressed to the nines meant that one was beautifully dressed for the best seats in the house.
· Why there is tradition of putting candles on the birthday cake.

The custom of using lighted candles is connected with the Greeks. They made honey cakes in the shape of the moon and lit them with tapers. These cakes were placed on the altar of Artemis. Candles were meant to protect the birthday celebrant from evil spirits and to ensure security for the coming year. Astrologers consider the sun’s position at birth to indicate the strength of a person’s heat and the measure of vital energy. It is our battery power on which we run and it is recharged annually when the sun reaches the same birth position. That’s why people wish each other “Many Happy (Solar) Returns”.

Just before our birthday we feel weak. Our energy runs low and so the candle flames are a symbolic reassurance that the spirit of life in us is renewed. The older we get the more candle power we need to give us new hope for the year ahead.

· English national pottery.

The “Father of English Pottery” was Josiah Wedgwood. In 1759 he founded the Wedgwood firm. This firm invented and produced a wide range of tableware and ornamental wares. Wedgwood’s greatest achievement and contribution to British pottery industry was his development and production of cream coloured earthenware. Inexpensive and beautiful, this new tableware became very popular among people all over the word. Fine bone china was first made by the firm in 1812 — 1822 and has been made by the company ever since. Fine bone china is made from three main raw materials — china stone, china clay and oxbone. It is the bone (reduced to a fine ash) that gives china its whiteness, translucency and above all its amazing strength.
· Cup of tea.

The English custom of afternoon tea goes back to the late XVIII century. Anne, wife of the 7th Duke of Bedford, decided that she suffered from a “sinking feeling” around 5 p. m. and needed tea and cakes to bring back her strength. Before long complains were heard that the “labourers lose time to come and go to the tea — table and farmers’ servants even demand tea for their breakfast”. Tea had arrived fashionable. Tea Rooms were opened for high society, and soon tea became the national drink of all class.

Today the British drink more tea than any other nation an average of 4 kilos a head per annum or 1,650 cups of tea a year. They drink it in the bed in the morning, round the fire on winter afternoon and out in the garden on sunny summer days. In times of trouble the kettle is quickly put on, the tea is made and comforting cups of the warm brown liquid are passed round.

The British first heard of tea in 1598, and first tasted it in about 1650. For nearly two centuries all tea was imported from China until, in 1823 a tea plant was found growing naturally in Assam in India.

Sixteen years later the first eight chests of Indian tea were sold in London and today London’s tea markets deal in tea from India, Sri Lanka (Ceylon), and Africa more than China.

Tea making in England is an art. The hostess first of all rinses the teapot with boiling water (this is called “warming the pot”) before adding four or five teaspoonfuls of tea. The amount of tea varies, of course, according to the number of people present. T he pot is then filled with boiling water and covered by a tea-cosy to allow the tea to infuse or draw for five minutes. English people seldom put lemon or rum in their tea.
Tea is not a meal at all, but a suitable occasion for social intercourse when people often come in for a chat over their cup of tea. There two kinds of tea:”afternoon tea” and “high tea”. “Afternoon tea” takes place between three-thirty and four-thirty and consists of tea, bread, butter and jam, followed by cakes and biscuits. “High tea», however, is a substantial meal and is eaten between five-thirty and six-thirty by families which do not usually have a late dinner. In a well-to-do family it will consist of ham or tongue and tomatoes and salad, or a kipper, or tinned salmon, with strong tea, bread and butter followed by stewed fruit, or tinned with cream or custard and cake.
· What is the English pub?

Where do you think most tourists go when they visit Britain? It is the Buckingham Palace? Stratford-on-Avon? Oxford? They spend most of their time visiting the pub.

The most popular drink in the pub is beer. You can have a glass of it, called a pint, or a small glass which the English call half. If you want English beer, you ask for “bitter” because in England beer is a very general word and can mean “lager”. Most pubs are owned by a brewery, the factory that makes the beer. These sell only the beer made by that brewery.

There are two things that confuse foreigners. The thing is that a lot of pubs have the same names. The most popular pub names are: “The Red Lion”, “The Crown”, “The White Hart”.

Another confusing thing about pubs is their opening and closing times. English pubs open at 10:30 in the morning and close at 2:30 in the afternoon. They open again at 5:30 and close at 11:00. But on Sundays the pubs open one and a half an hour later, and close half an hour earlier. But in Scotland, Wales and Ireland, opening and closing times are completely different.
· The game of darts.

It is a traditional English game. In the bar of every English pub there is a dart – board and on most evenings the game of darts is being played. This traditional English game developed from archery. During the Middle Ages archery was much encouraged for military reasons. The first record of something like the modern game of darts appears in a 16th century description of a tournament where people threw missiles at a target by hand instead of using a bow. In 1620 the Pilgrim Fathers started to America in search of greater freedom. They sailed in the Mayflower and they played darts during their voyage. What is the game of darts? The dart – board has numbered sections. The darts are small above five inches long. They have a steel point, a metal body and three feathers. The players throw the darts at a target by hand. The score depends on the section in which the dart lands. A set of three darts is used during each game and each player throws them in turn. Usually expert players have their own private set of darts. But the pubs always provide occasional performers with a set of darts. Style is a matter for the individual. Each player must have a good eye and steady hand. But it is not always easy in a pub.
· The fireplace in English homes.

Until recent times the fireplace in English homes has always been the natural centre of interest in a room. For many months of the year the English like to sit round the fire and watch the dancing flames.

In the Middle Ages the fireplaces in the halls of large castles were very wide. Only wood was burnt in such fireplace. Large logs were carted in from the forests and were put on metal bars which were made to support the logs while they were burning. In some of such fireplaces there were even seats inside. Such wide fireplaces may still be seen in old inns. Elizabethan fireplaces were very high. Sometimes they even reached to the ceiling. Most of them had carved stone or wood work over the fireplace. Sometimes there were columns on each side of the fireplace. In the 18th century above the fireplaces special space was provided for a painting or a mirror.

When coal fires became common, fireplaces became much smaller. Grates were used to hold the coal. Above the fireplace there was usually a shelf on which there was often a clock and perhaps framed photographs.
· Be careful to use English words.

Do you know where the word “sandwich” comes from? It came from the name of an English politician John Sandwich (1718 – 1792). The Earl was very fond of gambling. He invented sandwiches in order to be able to eat without leaving the gambling table. He also gave the name to the Sandwich Islands, which are now called Hawaiian Islands.

A sandwich – man is not a man who sells sandwiches. It is a man who works about the streets carrying advertisements on two boards. One hangs over his chest and the other on his back.

The word “hamburger” comes from the name of German city of Hamburg and not from the word “ham”.

The word “cheeseburger” sometimes used to mean a similar kind of sandwich with cheese instead of meat.
· Why the British say so

Why are unwanted objects called “White Elephants”?

The phrase “white elephants” dates back to the times when India and Thailand were British colonies. A white elephant lives mainly in Thailand. Within the Buddhist religion the white elephant is a sacred animal. When Thailand was called Siam the kings kept the elephants because of their sacred position. The white elephants were kept in absolute splendour. If the kings of Siam wanted to ruin a person, they could do so by giving a gift of a white elephant to that person. In what way could the white elephant ruin person? On the one hand the person who was presented with the elephant couldn’t give the gift away. On the other hand he couldn’t afford the great expense of keeping such a sacred animal in splendour.

In the 11th century peasants in India used to sell their unwanted household goods from the back of an elephant. The elephants often turned white with fear when they saw crowds of people in the streets. So the phrase “white elephant” was applied to any unwanted item.
Why do people say “touch wood”?

The expression “to touch wood” comes from the practice of touching relics of the body or possessions of holy people in times of personal distress when a person asked for blessing and relief. People said that a large number of those relics were from the cross of Jesus Christ. In fact, touching wood was ancient superstition when in such a way people hoped to avert bad luck. Such trees as oak and willow were considered to be sacred and people believed that they had strong protective powers. Now the actual type of wood has become unimportant and any wood or even one’s head is touched.

This superstition has been changed in meaning through centuries. Today people say “touch wood”, “knock on wood” or “keep your fingers crossed” when they want to avoid misfortunes and hope for good luck and prosperity.
Why do people say “bless you” when someone sneezes?

For many hundreds of years there was a tradition to say “God Bless You” to anyone who sneezed. People believed that the force of a sneeze forced the soul from the body and the heart stopped beating. When anyone heard a sneeze nearby he said “God Bless You”.

Using these words he tried to help the soul of a sneezing person to find its way back. This phrase of saying “Bless You” to a sneezing person originated from Pope Gregory the Great in the 6th century. He recommended to use these words after an outbreak of plague in Rome and called for prayers as protection against infection.
Does life really begin at forty?
This expression originates from Roman times. It was considered an honour for a family to send their daughter on her tenth birthday into the Temple of Vestal. The girl would remain in the temple for the next 30 years. She lived a simple life of vestal virgin in prayer abstinence and charity work. Even to see a man was forbidden and would result in expulsion. On her fortieth birthday the unfortunate (or fortunate) lady would be released and begin her new life as soon as possible.

There is another explanation of the saying. The French say that we spend twenty years growing, twenty years working and twenty years living. This probably dates back to a time when the life expectancy in France was only 60 years or so. In reality life does not begin at forty, but it makes people live in hope for another forty years.
LONDON

London is the capital of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. It is its political, economic and cultural centre. The population of London is about nine million people.

London is situated on the river Thames. This river divides the town into two parts. There are about twenty bridges across the Thames.

London is a very old city. It is about 20 centuries old. The town grew up around a small Celtic settlement known as Londinium and by 300 A.D. (A.D.= Anno Domini ['ænәu dכminai]) it had turned into a sizable part and an important trading centre with the population of about fifty thousand people.
Today London is one of the largest cities in the world. One in seven of the population of the United Kingdom is a Londoner.
London consists of four parts: the City, the West End, the East End and Westminster. The City is the oldest part of London. It is its financial and business centre. Sometimes the City of London is called “the square mile”, because it occupies an area of a square mile, but there are a lot of banks, offices and companies. The Bank of England is situated there. Very few people live in the City of London. People come to work here. Employees and businessmen stream toward the City in the morning. They travel by motorbuses, on bicycles or by underground. The road to the City runs across London Bridge. By 6 o’clock in the evening this part of the city is almost deserted. The streets in the City are narrow and the traffic is slow.
The West End is the most pleasant residential area of London. There are luxurious mansions, elegant shops and restaurants, theatres, museums and hotels. A lot of lovely parks are situated here too. Oxford Street is one of the busiest thoroughfares in the West End.
The East End is the industrial district of London. There are plants, factories, workshops and docks there. The industrial and dock workers live here. In the East End there are no magnificent parks and mansions and far from all the men here have a steady job.
Westminster is the administrative centre of London. The Houses of Parliament are situated here. It is the seat of the British Government. The building is very beautiful with its two towers and a big clock called Big Ben.
There is a lot of traffic in the streets of London. There are lots of cars, buses, motor cars, lorries and taxis in the city, especially in rush hours. Most of London buses are the famous red double-deckers that have two decks for passengers. Bright-red, they look very nice in the grey streets of London. In Great Britain the traffic keeps to the left. London’s Underground railway or “tube” is the oldest in the world. It is the quickest way of getting around London.

London dominates British life. It is the home of nation’s commerce and finance, the main centre of its legal system and the press. It has the largest university and the greatest possibilities for entertainment and sport in the country.
London is one of the famous capital cities of the world and every year attracts crowds of visitors from home and abroad. They come to explore its historic buildings, to see its museums and galleries, its streets, parks and people.
Task 1. Make up 15 questions to the text.

Task 2. Fill in the blanks with the prepositions.

London is … 20 centuries old. The town grew up … a small Celtic settlement. London is situated … the river Thames. The river divides the town … two parts. The population … London is … nine million people. London consists … four parts. Employees and businessmen travel … the City … motorbuses, … bicycles or … the underground. The road … the City runs … London Bridge. Oxford Street is one … the busiest thoroughfares … the West End. The Houses of Parliament is the seat … the British Government. There is a lot … traffic … the streets of London. … Great Britain the traffic keeps … the left. London is one … the famous capital cities … the world and every year attracts crowds … visitors … home and abroad.

Task 3. Match the words in the columns.
	capital

situated

consists

the square mile

residential area

industrial district

administrative centre

a big clock

the oldest in the world
	Big Ben

the West End

the Thames

Westminster

the City

the Underground

four parts

the East End

London


Task 4. Fill in the blanks with the necessary information.
1. London is about … old.

2. The population of London is … people.

3. London consists of … parts.

4. The City of London is called … .
5. The streets in the City are … and the traffic is … .

6. The West End is … area of London.

7. Oxford street is … in the West End.

8. The East End is … district of London.

9. The Houses of Parliament are situated … .
10.  Most of London buses are the famous … that have two decks for passengers.

11.  In Great Britain the traffic … .

12.  London’s Underground railway is … . It is … of getting around London.

13.  London has the largest university and … in the country.

14.  Every year London attracts … .

15.  They come to explore … .

Task 5. Translate the words in brackets into English.
1. London (расположен) on the river Thames.

2. The river (делит) the town into two parts.

3. The town (вырос) around a small Celtic settlement.

4. London (состоит) of four parts.

5. The City is (старейшая часть) of London.

6. Employees and businessmen (стекаются) towards the City in the morning.

7. The road to the City (проходит) across London Bridge.

8. The industrial and dock workers (живут) in the East End.

9. Westminster is (административный) centre of London.

10. Red double-deckers (выглядят красиво) in the grey streets of London.

Task 6. Is it true or false?

1) London is about twenty years old.
2) The population of London is about 5 million people.
3) London is situated on the river Clyde.

4) The town consists of two parts.

5) The City is the oldest part of London, its financial and business centre.

6) The West End is called “the square mile”.

7)  The East End is the most pleasant residential area of London.

8) A double-decker is a yellow taxi.

9) Big Ben is a big tower.

10) London attracts crowds of visitors from home and abroad.

Task 7. Extend the statements.

1. London is a political, economic and cultural centre of Great Britain.
2. London is a very old city.

3. The City is the oldest part of London. It is its financial and business centre.

4. The West End is the most pleasant residential area of London.

5. The East End is the industrial district of London.

6. Westminster is the administrative centre of London.

7. There is a lot of traffic in the streets of London.

8. London dominates British life.

Task 8. Choose the right answer.
1. London is a very old town. It is about …

a) 11 centuries

b) 8 centuries

c) 20 centuries

2. London is situated on the river …
a) Thames

b) Clyde

c) Hudson

3. The population of London is …

a) 4 million

b) 9 million

c) 2 million

4. London consists of …

a) 3 parts

b) 2 parts

c) 4 parts

5. Londoners call “the square mile” …

a) the East End

b) the West End

c) the City

6. The most pleasant residential area is …
a) the East End

b) the City

c) the West End

7. One of the busiest thoroughfares of the West End is …

a) Regent Street

b) Fleet Street

c) Oxford Street

8. The administrative centre of London is …
a) Westminster

b) the City

c) the Houses of Parliament

9. A double-decker is …

a) a red bus

b) a green car

c) a yellow taxi

10. The quickest way of getting around London is …

a) a double-decker

b) a taxi

c) the Underground

Task 9. Speak on the situation.
Your friend is going to visit London. What can you tell him about this city?

DO YOU KNOW THAT …
· London is called “the home of fog”. In winter fogs in London are indeed awful. At times the fog becomes so thick that it involves London in darkness even at midday.

· The easiest way of travelling around London is by a London Regional Transport bus or the underground train. These run from the centre of the city right out into the country-side.

· The London underground-or “tube”-has nine lines. It’s very fast and in Central London you are never more than a few minutes walk away from a station.
· London is famous for its live theatre and there are over thirty theatres within a square mile. There is a great variety of shows to choose from “whodunnits” to opera, musicals, drama, comedies and so on. If you want to know what is on in London, the best place to look is in a newspaper.

· Most of London’s big department stores are in Oxford Street and in Regent Street. They are always crowded, but sale times, in January and July, there are so many people that it is difficult to move and it is usually safer to go in the direction of the majority. These days it is often difficult to distinguish the goods in one large store from those in another.
THE SIGHTS OF LONDON

Task 1. Read and translate text A.
Text A
London is one of the biggest and most interesting cities in the world. It is always interesting for tourists to take a trip along the Thames in a boat as it gives a striking panorama of London. The best way to see the city quickly is from the top of London red double-decker buses. Special tourist buses go on two-hours’ circular tours.
If one wants to get some glimpses of London, the best place to start sightseeing is the Tower of London. The Tower of London was founded by Julius Caesar and in 1066 rebuilt by William the Conqueror. For nine centuries the Tower has kept to watch over London and the river Thames. It was used as a fortress, a royal residence and a prison. For five hundred years coins of the realm were minted in the Tower and official documents stored in some of the castle buildings. There was even a zoo which began as a king’s private collection of animals among which there were bears, lions, elephants. Now it is a museum of armour and also the place where the crown jewels are kept. In present days, just as many centuries ago, the Ceremony of the Keys takes place at its gates. Every night when the guard is changed at each gate there is the cry: “Halt! Who goes there?” Then the guard replies “The Keys!” “Whose Keys?” “Queen Elisabeth’s Keys!” “Past Queen Elisabeth’s Keys! All’s well!” and the Tower of London is safely closed for the night.
A twenty minutes’ walk from the Tower will take you to another historic building – St. Paul’s Cathedral, the greatest of English churches. It was built by a famous English architect, Sir Christopher Wren (1632-1723). St. Paul’s Cathedral with its huge dome and rows of columns is considered to be a fine specimen of Renaissance architecture. In one of its towers hangs one of the largest bells in the world, Great Paul, weighing about 17,5 tons. Many great people of England such as the Duke of Wellington and Admiral Nelson are buried in the Cathedral.
Not far away is Westminster. This is the place where most of the government buildings are situated. Here one can see Westminster Abbey, a church whose life has been closely identified with the English nation for more than 900 years. Coronations and Royal Weddings take place in the Abbey. All but two of the English kings and queens have been crowned in Westminster Abbey since 1066. Besides it is a building of great beauty, a place of worship and prayer.
Westminster Abbey is also famous for its Poets’ Corner. Here are the graves and memorials of most of the major English poets and some writers and musicians. Among them are the tomb of Geoffrey Chaucer, and the memorial to William Shakespeare. Samuel Johnson and Charles Dickens are also buried here.

Across the road from Westminster Abbey is Westminster Palace, the seat of the British Parliament. Its two graceful towers standing high above the city. The higher of the two contains the largest clock in the country and the famous bell Big Ben that strikes every quarter of the hour.
Note:

The Duke of Wellington is a famous English general whose army defeated Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815.

Nelson Horatio is an English admiral who won the battle of Trafalgar (the Atlantic coast of Spain).

Task 2. Read, translate and practice these proper names.

	Julius Caesar   ['dƷu:liәs 'si:zә]   

William the Conqueror  ['wiljәm ðә 'kכŋkәrә]

Queen Elisabeth  [kwi:n e'lizәbәθ]

Christopher Wren ['kristәfә 'ren]

Duke of Wellington  ['dju:k әv 'weliŋtәn]

Admiral Nelson  ['ædmәrәl 'nelsәn]

Geoffrey Chaucer  ['dƷefri 't∫כ:sә]

William Shakespeare  ['wiljәm '∫eikspiә]

Samuel Johnson  ['sæmjuәl 'dƷכnsәn]

Charles Dickens  ['t∫a:lz 'dikinz]

the Tower of London  ['tauә әv lΛndn]

St. Paul’s Cathedral   [seint 'pכ:lz kә'θi:drәl]

Renaissance  [ri'neisәns]

Westminster Abbey   ['westminstә 'æbi]

Poets’ Corner    ['pәuets 'kכ:nә]

Westminster Palace   ['westminstә 'pælis]

Big Ben


Task 3. Answer the questions.

1. What gives a striking panorama of London?

2. What is the best way to see the city quickly?

3. What is the best place to start sightseeing of London?

4. When was the Tower of London founded?

5. Who rebuilt it?

6. What purpose was the Tower used for?

7. What is it now?
8. What ceremony takes place at the gates of the Tower?

9. What is St. Paul’s Cathedral?

10. Who was it built by?

11. What is the Cathedral famous for?

12. What is Westminster Abbey?

13. What is it famous for?

14. Who were buried in Poets’ Corner?

15. What is the seat of the British Government?

Task 4. Complete the sentences.

1) A trip along the Thames … .

2) The best way to see the city quickly … .

3) The Tower of London was founded … .

4) It was used … .

5) There was even a zoo … .

6) In present days just as many centuries ago … .

7) St. Paul’s Cathedral was built … .

8) It is a fine … .

9) Many great people of England such as … .

10) Westminster is the place … .

11) Westminster Abbey is a church where … .
12) In its Poets’ Corner are the graves and memorials … .

13) Westminster Palace is the seat … .

14) One of the graceful towers contains … .

15) The clock is called … .

Task 5. Prepare reports about famous Englishmen.

William the Conqueror  

The Duke of Wellington
Admiral Nelson  

Geoffrey Chaucer  

William Shakespeare  

Samuel Johnson  

Charles Dickens

Task 6. Translate from Russian into English.
1. Лондонский Тауэр был основан в 1066 году.

2. Он использовался как крепость, королевская резиденция и тюрьма.

3. В наши дни, как и много лет назад, у ворот Тауэра проходит церемония Ключей.

4. Собор святого Павла – величайшая из английских церквей.

5. Он был построен известным английским архитектором Кристофером Реном и является прекрасным образцом средневековой архитектуры.

6. Многие известные люди похоронены здесь.
7. Вестминстерское Аббатство – главная церковь Великобритании. Здесь проходят коронации и королевские свадьбы.
8. В уголке поэтов находятся могилы и надгробья известных английских писателей и поэтов.

9. Вестминстерский дворец – это место, где находится английский парламент.

10. На одной из его прекрасных башен находятся самые большие часы в стране – Большой Бен.

Task 7. Read and translate text B.
Text B

If you ever come to London you will surely go to Trafalgar Square. It was named in memory of the victory in the battle of Trafalgar. Here on October 21, 1805 the English fleet under Nelson’s command defeated the combined fleet of France and Spain. The victory was won at the cost of Nelson’s life. In the middle of Trafalgar Square stands Nelson’s monument – a tall column with the figure of Nelson at its top. The column is guarded by four bronze lions.

The fine building facing the square is the National Gallery. It houses the national collection of paintings; representing every art school (more than 2 thousand pictures). It was opened in 1838 and excludes the works of living artists. One can find them at the Tate Gallery.
There are several large museums in London. The biggest of them is the British Museum. It contains a priceless collection of different things: ancient manuscripts, coins, sculptures and etc. The British Museum is famous for its library – one of the richest in the world. 
The Victoria and Albert Museum has a magnificent collection of fine and applied arts. It includes a wide-ranging display of ceramics and metal work.

The Natural History Museum contains plants, animals and minerals. The Hall of Human Biology enables visitors to learn about their bodies and the way they work. Exhibits in the Science Museum display the discovery and development of such inventions as steam engine, photography, glass-making, printing and atomic physics. There is a gallery where children can experiment with working models.
The Museum of London in the City presents the biography of London from the founding of London by the Romans to the Greater London of today.

One can’t leave London without visiting Hyde Park or “The Park” as Londoners call it. Originally it was a royal hunting forest and now it is the largest park in London. In summer the Serpentine Canal which flows through the park is always full of swimmers, rowers and sunbathers. To the south of the Serpentine is Rotten Row, a fashionable spot for horse-riding and near Marble Arch there is Speakers’ Corner. Here everyone can go and air his views to anyone who will listen. 
Beyond Hyde Park lies another royal park, Kensington Gardens. Children gather by the statue of Peter Pan, a well-known story-book character, or sail their model boats on the Round Pond.
In the north of London is Regent’s Park with the Zoo and an open-air theatre. If you get a trip in a waterbus along Regent’s Canal, you will have a chance to see London Little Venice, a quiet country-side area for rich people only as the land here is very expensive.

Task 8. Read, translate and practice the proper names.
Trafalgar Square   [trә'fælgә skwεә]
the National Gallery   [‘næ∫әnl 'gælәri]
the Tate Gallery   [teit 'gælәri]
the British Museum

the Victoria and Albert Museum    ['mju:ziәm]
the National History Museum

the Science Museum   [saiәns]
Hyde Park   [haid pa:k]
Speakers’ Corner   

Kensington Gardens   ['kenziŋtәn kә'næl]

Regent’s Park   ['ri:dƷәnts pa:k]
Regent’s Canal   ['ri:dƷәnts kә'næl]
London Little Venice   ['venis]
Task 9. Answer the questions.
1. What event is connected with the name of Trafalgar Square?

2. What does the National Gallery contain?
3. Where can we find the works of living artists?

4. Why is the British Museum the biggest one?

5. What is it famous for?

6. What collection has the Victoria and Albert Museum?

7. Why is the National History Museum so interesting?

8. What do the exhibits of the Science Museum display?

9. What does the Museum of London present?

10. What can you say about Hyde Park?

11.  What other parks of London do you know?

12. What are they famous for?

Task 10. Agree or disagree with the following statements.
1. Trafalgar Square was named in memory of the victory in the battle of Trafalgar in 1805.

2. Nelson’s Column is guarded by five bronze lions.

3. The National Gallery includes works of living artists.

4. The Victoria and Albert Museum is the biggest in London.

5. The British Museum is famous for its library, one of the richest in the world.

6. The Natural History Museum contains plants, animals and minerals.

7. The Science Museum displays the discovery of space.

8. Londoners call Hyde Park simply “The Park”.

9. The Serpentine canal flows through London.
10.  Speakers’ Corner is situated in Regent’s Park.

11.  In Kensington Gardens children sail their model boats on the Round Pond.

12.  If you boat along Regent’s canal, you will see London Little Venice.
Task 11. Complete the sentences.

1. Trafalgar Square was named … .

2. In the middle of Trafalgar Square stands … .

3. The column is guarded … .

4. The National Gallery houses the national collection … .

5. At the Tate Gallery you can find … .

6. The British Museum contains … .

7. The National History Museum exhibits … .

8. Exhibits in the Science Museum display … .

9. The Museum of London presents … .

10.  Originally Hyde Park was … .

11.  In summer the Serpentine canal is full … .

12.  To the south of the Serpentine is Rotten Row … .

13.  In Kensington Gardens children … .

14.  In the north of London is Regent’s Park … .

15.  If you get a trip along Regent’s canal … .

Task 12. Do the test. Choose the right answer.

1. Trafalgar Square was named in memory of the victory in the battle of …

a) Trafalgar

b) London

c) Dover

2. The English fleet under Nelson’s command defeated the combined fleet of …

a) Russia and America

b) France and Spain

c) Australia and New Zealand

3. Nelson’s column is guarded by …

a) five bronze lions

b) four bronze lions

c) six bronze lions

4. The National Gallery houses the national collection of …

a) coins

b) manuscripts

c) paintings

5. The biggest museum of London is …

a) the Science Museum

b) the British Museum

c) the Museum of London

6. The Victoria and Albert Museum has a magnificent collection of …

a) fine and applied arts

b) plants and animals

c) paintings and photographs

7. Exhibits in the Science Museum display the discovery of …

a) steam engine

b) America

c) space

8. The Serpentine canal flows through …

a) Regent’s Park

b) Kensington Gardens

c) Hyde Park

9. Children sail their model boats on …
a) the Black Pond

b) the Round Pond

c) the Serpentine canal

10. They gather by the statue of …

a) Gulliver

b) Harry Potter

c) Peter Pan

11. Speakers’ Corner is situated in …

a) Hyde Park

b) Regent’s Park

c) Kensington Gardens

12. You have a chance of seeing London Little Venice getting a trip along …

a) the Thames

b) the Serpentine canal

c) the Regent’s canal

Task 13. Read and translate the poem, guess what city it is devoted to.
Symphony in yellow

Oscar Wilde, 1889

An omnibus across the bridge

Crawls like a yellow butterfly,

And, here and there, a passer-by

Shows like a little restless midge.

Big barges full of yellow hay

Are moored against the shadowy wharf,

And, like a yellow silken scarf,

The thick fog hangs along the quay.

The yellow leaves begin to fade

And flutter from the Temple elms,

And at my feet the pale green Thames

Lies like a road of rippled jade.
	Words:

to crawl-ползать, с трудом продвигаться

a midge-мошка, комар

hay-сено

to moor-причаливать, вставать на якорь, пришвартовываться
	Wharf-пристань, причал

to fade-вянуть, увядать

to flutter-трепетать, порхать

the Temple-Темпл, одно из двух лондонских обществ адвокатов и здание, в котором оно помещается

jade-нефрит


Task 14. Do the test. Choose the right answer.

Britain and the British
1. What is the current Queen’s name?
a) Queen Ann I

b) Queen Elisabeth II

c) Queen Victoria
2. Where does the Changing of the Guard take place?

a) Buckingham Palace 

b) Piccadilly Circus

c) Westminster Abbey

3. What is Harrod’s?

a) a bank

b) a department store

c) a school

4. How many pence are there in 1 pound sterling?

a) 10
b) 100

c) 1000

5. What is the name of the famous stadium in the north of London?

a) Wembley

b) Wimbledon

c) Westminster
6. Manchester United is a popular … team.
a) basketball
b) football
c) handball
7. What famous writer was born in Stratford-upon-Avon?
a) Robert Burns

b) Agatha Christie

c) William Shakespeare
8. Which king had 6 wives?
a) Henry IV

b) Henry V

c) Henry VIII
9. The national symbol of Wales is a … .
a) thistle

b) shamrock

c) daffodil
10. Haggis is a traditional Scottish … .
a) plate

b) dish

c) food
11. The longest river in Great Britain is … .
a) the Clyde

b) the Thames

c) the Severn

12. The English Channel separates Great Britain from … .

a) France

b) the Netherlands

c) Sweden

13. The capital of Wales is … .
a) Edinburgh

b) Belfast

c) Cardiff

14. What city does the 0° meridian pass through?
a) Greenwich

b) Sheffield

c) Nottingham

15. The highest mountain of Great Britain is … .

a) Ben Nevis

b) McKinley

c) Snowdon

16. Which of the following is not the patron saint of a UK country?

a) St. George

b) St. Andrew

c) St. Harry

17. The part of the UK which is not represented in the Union Jack is … .

a) Wales

b) Northern Ireland

c) Scotland

18. When visiting a house for the first time in the New Year (first footing), it is traditional to carry what in your hand?

a) a cake

b) a bottle of whisky

c) a lump of coal

d) a piece of cheese

19. The flag of which country features a dragon?

a) Scotland

b) Wales

c) England

d) Northern Ireland

20. Where in London is Poet’s Corner?
a) St. Paul’s Cathedral

b) Hyde Park

c) Westminster Abbey
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