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Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961), born in Oak Park, Illinois, started his career as a writer in a newspaper office in Kansas City at the age of seventeen. After the United States entered the First World War, he joined a volunteer ambulance unit in the Italian army. Serving at the front, he was wounded, was decorated by the Italian Government, and spent considerable time in hospitals. After his return to the United States, he became a reporter for Canadian and American newspapers and was soon sent back to Europe to cover such events as the Greek Revolution.

During the twenties, Hemingway became a member of the group of expatriate Americans in Paris, which he described in his first important work, The Sun Also Rises (1926). Equally successful was A Farewell to Arms (1929), the study of an American ambulance officer's disillusionment in the war and his role as a deserter. Hemingway used his experiences as a reporter during the civil war in Spain as the background for his most ambitious novel, For Whom the Bell Tolls (1940). Among his later works, the most outstanding is the short novel, The Old Man and the Sea (1952), the story of an old fisherman's journey, his long and lonely struggle with a fish and the sea, and his victory in defeat.

Hemingway - himself a great sportsman - liked to portray soldiers, hunters, bullfighters - tough, at times primitive people whose courage and honesty are set against the brutal ways of modern society, and who in this confrontation lose hope and faith. His straightforward prose, his spare dialogue, and his predilection for understatement are particularly effective in his short stories, some of which are collected in Men without Women (1927) and The Fifth Column and the First Forty-Nine Stories (1938). Hemingway died in Idaho in 1961.
Main characters:

Jake Barnes: The narrator of the story, Barnes is an American World War I veteran who was emasculated on the Italian Front, making him unable to pursue a sexual relationship with Brett, or anyone for that matter. Having lost direction in his life as a result of his war experiences, Barnes attempts to satisfy himself through hard work, drinking, bull fights, friends, and nature.

Lady Ashley, or Brett: Brett is the object of love for most of the male characters of the book. Portrayed as elusive and flirty, Brett, like Barnes, also lacks direction in life and finds emptiness in activities that she would have normally enjoyed during pre-war times. She is engaged to Michael.

Robert Cohn: His status as an outsider as a result of being Jewish has caused Cohn to develop an inferiority complex. Despite attempts to be civil and courteous, Cohn is the object of scorn from other characters. The novel's plot turns on his attempt to recover a brief affair he had with Brett, leading him to tag along with the group of expatriates, much to their collective vexation.

Michael Campbell, or Mike: A Scottish veteran of the war, Michael is close friends with Jake and Bill, and engaged to Brett. Though he attempts to hide his contempt for Cohn, his fiery temper usually manifests itself during periods of heavy drinking. Also, he is bankrupt as a result of his excessive borrowing.

Bill Gorton: Bill is an old friend of Barnes and is considerably less cruel than Michael in his attitudes towards Cohn. Despite also being a heavy drinker, Bill is often more light-hearted than the rest of his peers.

Pedro Romero: The star bullfighter of the fiesta, Romero is introduced to Jake and his friends, falls in love with Brett, and then they split up when they recognize her inability to commit to a sustained relationship. His autonomy, steadfastness, and commitment make him a model for Jake, who possesses none of these qualities even though he aspires to them. Furthermore, the younger Pedro Romero having been born in 1905 represents the younger generation. This served to further demonstrate the Lost Generation's feelings of insecurity and disillusionment compared to their next-younger Generation.

ASSIGNMENT №l
Chapters 1-4
I. Vocabulary:
1. self-consciousness (n.) (p. 12); self-conscious (adj.)
2. to become (to be) aware of something (p. 14)
3. to go to one's head (p. 15)
4. on the rebound (p. 16)
5. to make one vain of something (p. 16)
6. to take something literally (p. 16)
7. to take advantage of something (p. 18)
8. to have easy social graces (p.23)
9. to be liable to do something (p. 24)
10. tolerant (adj.) (p. 26), tolerance (n.)
11. a rising novelist (painter, actor, film star, etc.) (p. 26)
12. sober (adj.) (p.28)
13. to get in a row (p. 33)
II. Questions and Tasks:
1. Speak about the author of the book.
2. Where and when is the scene laid? How is the local coloring created? Why did the characters of the novel find themselves there? Specify their nationalities.
3. Why is Robert Cohn given so much attention to in the opening chapters? Characterize him, relying on his biography, background, achievements and plans for future.
4. Sum up Frances. How does the author succeed in making her repulsive? What suggestive details of her portrayal can you point out?
5. Discuss Brett: her appearance, speech, behavior, way of life and people she mixed with. What feeling does she excite in you? Why was Jake angry with her for the company she kept? Was his company any better? Whom is Brett contrasted to?
6. Speak about the narrator using all the information gathered
from the chapters under study. What was Jake's misery caused by? What made him cry at night? Find the sentence proving that he thought Brett unworthy of his tears.
7. Sum up all the references to the war made by different characters. What attitude to it do they betray?
8. What did Brett mean when referring the Greek count as "quite one of us"? Who were "they" and what had they in common? Specify their characteristic features. Comment upon the way they started a talk with strangers of their own kind after words of introduction.

9. What language peculiarities strike you   in   the opening chapters?
ASSIGNMENT №2
Chapters 5-7
I. Vocabulary:
1. mouthpiece (n.) (p. 40)
2. breeding (n.) (p.42)
3. to bring up (as a subject) (p.43)
4. to detach somebody from somebody else (p.47)
5. to be moulded internally (p. 48)
6. to drop one's manner (p.50)
7. to give somebody a version (of something) (p. 51)
8. to figure something out (p. 54)
9. values (n. pl) (p.63)
10. ostentatious (adj.) (p.64)
11. to put up for something (p.65)
IL Questions and Tasks:
1. What glimpses into the nature of Jake's work does Chapter 5 afford? Prove that Jake liked what he did?
2. Cohn and Jake have a talk about Brett. What made Jake bitter
about her? Why did Cohn start a quarrel?
3. Compare different opinions of Cohn that were in circulation
among Jake's acquaintances. Did they do Cohn justice? Prove that Jake respected Cohn.
4. Frances breaks the news to Jake. Why did she bother to do that? Was she sure of his sympathy? Did she get it? Why could neither Jake nor Cohn put an end to the talk? What was Jake especially shocked by?
5. Characterize Frances relying on her speech. Take into account what and how she said, her opinion of herself and the cutting remarks about Cohn, the amount of her talk and her 'bright manner".
6. Discuss all the misery of Cohn's position. Why was it so difficult for him to write his second book? What made him refuse to many Frances? Was it decent of him? Which of the two excites your sympathy?
7. Pay attention to the author's method of speech characterization applied to Brett, the count and Jake (Chapter 7).
8. What made Brett miserable on the eve of her departure? Do you believe she loved Jake? Do you feel pity for her?
9. Pay special attention to the count's talk of values and Jake's opinion of them. What do you think were Brett's values? In addition, Jake's? Why was that talk in the spirit of the age?
10.
What is the prevailing emotional key in each of the three chapters under discussion? How is it achieved?
ASSIGNMENTS 3
Chapters 8-10
I. Vocabulary:
1. to make a fuss over something (p.74)
2. compatriot (n.) (p.74)
3. to pull oneself together (p.77)
4. to be a nuisance (p. 78)
5. to be rough on somebody (p.80)
6. odd (adj.) (p.80)
7. with an air of superior knowledge (p.80).
8. to bring out the worst (the best) in somebody (p.93)
9. to take something as a matter of course (p.94)
10.
confidential (adj.) (p.96)
Questions and Tasks:
1. Bill Gorton's impressions. Pay special attention to grammar peculiarities of his speech. Account for them. Say what really happened in Vienna using accepted grammar.
2. Sum up Bill Gorton relying on his speech, likes and dislikes, way of life, opinions, etc.
3. What news of Cohn reached Jake in Paris? What was shocking part of it?
4. Jake and Bill meet Mike. Which is the author's chief means of Mike's characterization? Why docs the authors prefer extensive dialogues to briefly stating that Mike was drunk? How did Brett react to Mike's drunken state?
5. Arranging the fishing-trip to Spain. Why did Brett fear lest her participation should be rough on Cohn's reaction seem odd to Brett and Jake? Do you approve of Brett's behavior to Cohn?
6. Comment on the circumstances under which Bill and Jake met their compatriots on the way to Spain.
7. Speak about Cohn's manner that caused his friends' irritation. What special reasons for hating Cohn and Jake? Explain his words: "Cohn had a wonderful quality of bringing out the worst in anybody"(p.93). How did React to Cohn's becoming
confidential?     
8. How does the author achieve the atmosphere of tensity in the chapters under discussion? In what way does the author convey the idea that the trip to Spain was going to be spoiled?
ASSIGNMENT № 4
Chapters 11 -12
I. Vocabulary:
1. to argue somebody into doing something (p. 107)
2. pitiful (adj.) (p.108)
3. expatriate (a.) (108)
4. to lose touch with something (p. 109)
5. to drink oneself to death (p. 109)
6. to be (become) obsessed by something (p. 109); obsession (n.)
7. to hand around (p. 109)
n. Questions and Tasks:
1. Give a brief summary of the chapters. Give a title to each of them.
2. Why do you think, Jake and Bill liked the Basques? How did they show their sympathy with them?  Point out words conveying their state of mind on the way to Burgguete.
3. Dwell on Jake's conversation with the old Basque. What do you think had made the Basque travel to America and come back? Why were other Basques "impressed"?
4. What succession of events proves that not all the Basques were kindly openhearted people? Speak about the woman who owned the hotel. How did the quests feel there?
5. What does Bill's "small talk" add to his portrayal? Point out Bill's words that could apply to the lost generation. Do they apply to Jake?
6. Fishing in the Irati River. Prove that Jake was a great lover of fishing and travelling. In what emotional key is the first day of fishing described? Do you think Jake missed Cohn or Brett then?
ASSIGNMENT № 5
Chapters 13-14
I. Vocabulary:
1. to loose track of something (p. 119)
2. first (second) • rate (adj.) (p. 122)
3. to expose something to somebody (p. 123)
4. to take something for granted (p. 124)
5. on the defensive (p. 124) ant. on the offensive
6. lapse (p. 125)
7. to reflect discredit on somebody (p. 127)
8. to look (be, feel) disgusted (p. 134)
9. reserved (adj.) part (p. 138)
10.
to get one's money worth (p;139)
Questions and Tasks:
1. Give the contents of each chapter briefly.
2. Comment on the attitude of the Spaniards to bullfighting and those who felt passionate about it. Do you think bullfighting is a first-rate entertainment?
3. The friends’ reunion. Analyze Michael's story about his getting war medals. What attitude to the war does the story betray? Does it reflect discredit on Michael?
4. The friends watch the unloading of bulls. Comment upon the reaction of each of them to it. Was Brett's reaction typical of a woman? How can you account for it?
5. Michel's quarrel with Cohn. What did all those present feel about it? Whom do you sympathize with? Discuss points of accusation and defense you could put forward.
6. Speak about Michael's attitude to Jake and his friends. Give reasons for it.
ASSIGNMENT № 6 
Chapters 15 -16
I. Vocabulary:
1. shifting in values (p. 142)
2. to have consequences (p. 144)
3. passable (adj.) (p. 153)
4. ridiculous (adj.) (p. 158)
5. to give somebody a message (p. 160)
6. to flatter (v.) (p. 161)
7. bashful (adj.) (p. 162)
8. conceive (adj.) (p. 163)
9. to take something/ somebody seriously (lightly, etc.) (p. 165)
10. to be hard on somebody (p. 170)
11. hard-eyed (adj.) (p.175)
n. Questions and Tasks:
1. Give the contents of each chapter briefly.
2. Dwell on the starting of the fiesta. Speak about the general atmosphere of it.
3. How did the fiesta start for Jake's company? Why were the Spaniards so friendly to them?
4. Speak about the bull fighting and the way each of the company reacted to it. What do you think attracts people to it? Would you enjoy the spectacle as described by Jake?
5. Sum up Pedro Romero. Take into account all references to him in the chapters under discussion. Why did Jake like him so much?
6. Point out all the episodes and facts showing that Pedro Romero was loved respected and taken care of by his people. Why were his people, though friendly to foreigners, opposed to their influences on Pedro Romero?
7. Discuss the change in the atmosphere of the fiesta in the middle of it. Comment on the symbolic significance of the weather.
8. Brett falls in love with Pedro Romero. What made her feel disgusted with herself, Mike and Cohn? Was she hard on Mike, do you think? Discuss the moral aspect of her behavior from your point of view.
9. Why did Jake not refuse to stay by Brett and help her to meet Romero against? Do you think Jake was jealous of Pedro Romero? Why had he behaved differently when Cohn was involved?
Assignment № 7

Chapter 17
I. Vocabulary:

1. to owe something (p. 177)
2. to get bitter about something ^p. 177)
3. to be in a jam (p. 180)
4. to be in bad shape (p. 180)
5. to do cape-work (p. 183)
6. to be gored (p. 184)
7. to give somebody what-for (p. 189)
8. to break down (p. 189)
9. wicked (adj.) (p. 189)
II. Questions and Tasks:
1. Point out the succession of the events composing the chapter, find its climax. Account for the structure of the chapter, give a title to it. Specify its emotional key.
2. Describe what really happened to Mike and Bill at the Bar Milano.
3. The fight at the Cafe Suizo. Point out details proving:
a) that Cohn was really beside himself and easily provoked;
b) that Jake got bitter about Conn's hanging about;
c) that Mike was cowardly and nasty;
d) that Bill started sympathizing with Cohn.
4. Dwell on the accident near the bullring. Give instance of the people's silly behavior and drunken state. How did the fun turn into a tragedy?
5. Reproduce Mike's story of Cohn's fight with Romero giving it some order. Why did Cohn insist on shaking hands with everybody he had hurt? Why did Cohn's suffering seem ridiculous to Mike?
6. What glimpses into Brett's past does the chapter afford?
7. Sum up Mike.
ASSIGNMENT № 8

 Chapter 18

I. Vocabulary:
1. to be under control (p. 193)
2. radiant (adj.) (p. 194)
3. to be a success (p. 195)
4. eavesdropper (p. 196)
5. to come to the boiling-point (p. 197)
6. to have something in common with somebody (p. 199)
7. to impose conditions (p. 200)
8. to feel defrauded (p. 201)
9. contemptuous (adj.) (p.201)
10. trick (n.) (p.206)
11. to take something hard (p. 208)
II. Questions and Tasks:
1. Give a summary of and a title to the chapter.
2. Dwell on the beginning of the last day of the fiesta and Jake's talk with Brett.
3. What kind of people did Jake hate? Discuss the German head-waiter. Give other instances.
4. The bullfight. Give your idea of what it, is lake and why the Spaniards love it?
5. Discuss Bellmonte's performance on the arena and his life story. Why does the author dwell on it? Whom is Bellmonte contrasted to?
6. Give instances of the audience being unfair? Cruel, capricious in its opinion.
7. How did the audience treat Pedro Romero? What kind of future could he expect? Give your reasons.
8. Bill and Jake sum up the fiesta. Why did Bill call it "a wonderful nightmare"? What made Jake get drunk that night?
ASSIGNMENTS №9
 Chapter 19
I. Vocabulary:
1. gambler (n.) (p. 214); gamble (v.)
2. to live on tick (p. 214)
3. to appreciate something (p. 218)
4. to have a sound basis (p.218)
5. to make something out (p.220)
6. to be ashamed of somebody/ something (p. 227)
IL Questions and Tasks:
1. The fiesta is over. Point out words and sentences conveying the sadness Jake and his friends felt about it.
2. Mike's financial troubles and the way he treated them.
3. Why did Jake decide to stay on in Spain? Specify his reasons for it. What other reasons could there be?
4. Discuss how Jake spent his day in San Sebastian. Point out details showing that he felt good there?
5. Brett's telegram. What can be a proof that Jake had expected it? (except his own words)?
6. Jake finds Brett in Madrid. Gather from Brett's account what had happened before she sent the telegram and why? Give your opinion of Brett's decision to make Romero leave her.
7. Do you find the end of the novel optimistic? Give your reasons.

Topics for compositions:
1. The symbolic meaning of the novel “Fiesta” by Earnest Hemingway. 

2. The problem of “lost generation” in the novel “Fiesta” by Earnest Hemingway. 

3. The position of the narrator with reference to the events described in the novel “Fiesta” by Earnest Hemingway. 

4. Brett – the embodiment of love in the novel “Fiesta” by Earnest Hemingway. 
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